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Introduction
The genus Delomys was proposed to include two species of Thomasomys from the southeast coast of Brazil: T. sublineatus and T. dorsalis, the latter incorporating the subspecies collinus (Thomas 1917). Ellerman (1941) questioned the status of this genus, considering it to be no more than a species group within Thomasomys. This opinion was followed by Moojen (1952) , Cabrera (1961) , and Honacki et al. (1982) . Nevertheless, Avila Pires (19J0a, b) and Reig (1981 Reig ( , 1984 believe that Delomys is a valid genus. Avila Pires (1960a, b) 
Materials and methods
Mitotic preparations were made by the technique of Baker et al. (1982) . G-and C-bands were obtained by the Seabright (1971) and Sumner (1972) methods, respectively. Sample sizes and geographical locations of the specimens analysed are given in Table 1 and Figure 1 . Numbers correspond to those of Figure 1 . Site number 6 was assigned to the locality of Casa Grande, the collecting site of Yonenaga (1975) and Kasahara and YonenagaYassuda (1984) . RS, PR, and ES refer to Rio Grande do Sul, Paraná, and Espirito Santo states, respectively.
Skins and skulls of the specimens karyotyped were deposited in the following Brazilian institutions: material from Espirito Santo in Departamento de Sistemática e Ecología, Universidade Federal da Paraiba in Joao Pessoa; specimens from Rio Grande do Sul and from Piraquara are kept at the Departamento de Genética, Universidade Federal do Rio Grande do Sul in Porto Alegre; all other specimens from Paraná are kept at the Museu de História Natural "Capao da Imbuía" in Curitiba.
Results
Nineteen specimens (localities 1 -4) of D. sublineatus had a diploid number (2n) of 72 and a fundamental number (FN) of 90 (Fig. 2A) pericertromeric regions of all autosomes, and of the X chromosome. The long arm of the Y is heterochromatic (Fig. 3B) . G-bands are shown in Fig. 3C .
Discussion
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The collection points for this study span virtually the whole range of the genus Delomys (Fig. 1) 
